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Welcome to our New Members!
Anna U
Kelcie, Lee, Grace, and Claudia J
Dina G
Sharon & David S
Alan and Linda S
Paula E & James P
Sue & Paul W
Kylie, Luke & Cody I
Martin C and Rebecca C
We are delighted to have you join our enthusiastic team of nature
nurturers and look forward to having many plantings and events
together. Welcome aboard!

A reminder that our 3 Creeks & Bass Valley combined
get-together is rapidly approaching.
Friday 5th Feb. 5pm till stumps.
The Gurdies Winery, 215 Gurdies-St Helier Road, The Gurdies
RSVP by 2nd February via the following Eventbrite link
https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/3-creeks-and-bass-valleylandcare-group-combined-get-together-tickets-137227584399
Any enquiries to either Mez Oldham, kemano.park@bigpond.com
Bret Dodd, bret.dodd@gmail.com
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Membership fees are now due.
Please see the attached Membership Application/Renewal form.
Note: if you are a current member and renewing your membership,
there is no need to complete the form unless there are changes to your
membership details (address, phone, email, nominated associates etc).
However – please include your membership name in the reference
field when paying by EFT.
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3 Creeks Landcare President’s Report 2020 – Nick Sibly
The 3 Creeks Landcare Group seeks to restore and protect the integrity and sustainability of the land,
biodiversity and waterways in our precinct by encouraging assisting landowners to adopt sound land
management practices.
2020 was one of those weird years where Zoom meetings became the norm for 3 Creeks. Despite all the
obstacles that COVID-19 presented, 3 Creeks remained focused and positive and continued their great
work helping to improve our local environment.
In total there were five official 3 Creeks
plantings where a total of 17,000 trees were put
in the ground. Plantings were conducted at the
properties of Dani and Brad Carr, Andrew Page,
Nicky Miller and John Mumford, Peter and Diane
Nuttman and Caroline and Nick Sibly. Unlike
past years the trees were mostly planted by the
works crew and a team of people from the
Working for Victoria Crew who were able to
work with Landcare every second week.

Planting Day at Brad and Dani Carr’s

The plantings along the Bridge Creek Biolink
have continued in 2020 with a planting at the
Sibly farm. This 4,000 tree planting concluded
what had been a two-year project to fence off the entire creek. The farm makes up the top 1km part of the
6km Biolink that follows Bridge Creek reserve between Hawkins Road in Woolamai and the Powlett River.
It is hoped that more farmers along the Biolink will get on board in the next few years. It will provide a
valuable link for wildlife and provide opportunities for people to explore the various habitats that link the
Powlett River estuary with the damp forests of the Strzeleckis. Funding for this project is a combination
between WGCMA and the Bass Coast Shire Council.
Our fund-raising efforts have gone from strength to strength in 2020 with the continued sale of 3 Creeks
branded wine. The great people at Gippsland wines in Loch were able to supply Chardonnay, Cabernet
Sauvignon, Shiraz and Sauvignon Blanc, and the
locked-up public could not get enough of the stuff.
After six months of remote learning the teachers at
Wonthaggi Secondary College were some of the best
customers. To date we have sold 30 dozen bottles.
In our last committee meeting it was decided that
the funds raised so far will be put towards putting
even more trees in the ground in 2021. As not
everyone who wants to get a Landcare grant is
necessarily able to, 3 Creeks will be using their fundraising money to buy trees for people who only want
to put in a few hundred. This will allow members
with small plots or who need to in-fill existing
plantations to get the plants they need. Fund raising
activities in the 19/20 year generated $2400 income
and a profit of $900.
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Another initiative of 2020 was the release
of the brand-new farm gate and letter box
signs for 3 Creeks. Haven’t got one yet?
Well anyone who is anyone has one
proudly displayed on their front gate. See
Ray Kirk if you are experiencing a bad case
of FOMO. The distinctive design was
created by Junia Da Matta Kirk, the
daughter in law of Ray Kirk. We are so
fortunate to be surrounded by such
creative people at 3 Creeks. The farm gate
signs will also be used to raise funds for 3
Creeks Landcare group and help to raise
our profile in the Bass Coast.
It is no surprise that with such a hard-working committee we have increased our overall membership this
year. To date we have received 12 new memberships this year. To sweeten the deal, the Landcare nursery
in Bass will offer each new 3 Creeks Landcare member ten free trees of their choice.
The equipment loan program has continued this year. Ben Maghanoy has kindly continued to coordinate
this from his home on McDowell Road. This has allowed members to access equipment such as Indian
Mynah bird traps and the 400L spray unit.
Members of the 3 Creeks Landcare group continued to offer their services to the Bass Landcare Indigenous
Nursery Group (BLING). The small local nursery was able to grow 35,000 plants in 2020. It has been
interesting that the discussion on changing climate has meant that there is a push to source indigenous
seed from drier climates. It is hoped that this seed will improve the tolerance of the plants to projected
drier weather in the Bass Coast.
We hope to continue to deepen our connection with the local community in 2021 and will hopefully attract
more new memberships as local landowners discover the benefits of considering native flora and fauna in
their whole farm plans.
What has made my presidency so enjoyable at 3 Creeks is the enthusiasm, positivity, and good humour of
the committee members. In a time of much doom and gloom regarding the climate of the planet and the
challenges of COVID-19, it is great to be surrounded by people who want to make a positive difference in
our community and its natural environment.
Our members embrace the idea of community wholeheartedly. One only needs to drive down one of the
remote local roads to see what a great impact Landcare has made to the local landscape. Land that was
previously eroded and covered in land slips now grows beautiful trees. Windy cold paddocks have become
protected havens for grazing cattle. Salt effected land has recovered. The beauty of the landscape has
improved so much in such a short time. The beauty of the land is attractive to people who decide to move
to the Bass Coast, and we encourage them to build on the legacy of Landcare.
Nick Sibly
President - Three Creeks Landcare
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Come and join us!

We encourage everyone from the wider community to get involved. Join up and bring your family and friends
along to have some healthy fun. You will get a warm welcome from all of us. You don’t have to be a land holder;
age is no restriction, and we are family friendly. We encourage you to get involved and actively promote the group
activities and events among your family and friends.

Check out our Facebook and Instagram pages
On Facebook search for “Three Creeks Landcare”
On Instagram search for “3creekslandcare”

There is also a wealth of information available on the BCLN web site at: www.basscoastlandcare.org.au
Get the kids involved! Check out https://juniorlandcare.org.au

3 Creeks AGM
The 3Creeks AGM was held in conjunction
with the Bass Coast Landcare AGM at The
Gurdies Winery on 5th Dec 2020. It was well
attended by 16 members and everyone
immensely enjoyed the new freedom to
catch up in person and meet new members
in such a great setting. The meeting took just
under 1 hour to complete, with all 14 office
bearer positions filled and 3 ordinary
committee members elected to help plan,
shape and implement activities to ensure
2021 is a very successful and active year.
Plans for social activities were already well underway by the end of the meeting!
The main changes to committee roles were Ray Kirk taking on the President role and Nick Sibly taking on the
role of BCLN Board Representative. Nick congratulated and thanked everyone for getting through 2020 and for
the contribution made to ensure 3Creeks remained an active and successful group despite the restrictions.
Finally, Roger confirmed that 3Creeks is in a sound financial position, especially thanks to the ongoing
successful wine fundraising effort that has proven to be a winner!

3Creeks Office Bearers for 2021
President

Ray Kirk

0491 136 487

Vice-President

Nick Sibly

0402 785 206

Treasurer

Roger Lee

0419 119 606

Secretary

Peter Nuttman

0421 253 905

Social Secretary/Fund Raising

Bret Dodd

0408 151 308

Membership

Anna Spiden

0400 941 940

Communications / Social Media

Diane Nuttman

0421 248 449

Planting Officer

Libby Cumming

0438 225 562

BCLN Facilitator

Joel Geoghegan

0409 705 652

Testing
Testin

Welcome to
3 Creeks Landcare
2021

Help us raise funds. Get your 3 Creeks wine now!
We are taking orders for some very nice local wine from the Gippsland
Wine Co to raise funds for the 3 Creeks Group.
$15 per bottle or $85 for 6.
Stocks are limited so please call Bret Dodd 0408 151 308 to order your
“3 Creeks” branded wine: Shiraz, Cabernet, Sauvignon Blanc and
Chardonnay.

Free loan equipment
To book loan equipment please phone Ben Maghanoy on 0417 359 050 or email kabukiran@bigpond.com

Weed Spray Unit
Control your weeds with this 400
litre spray unit. It has a 4 stroke
engine and is mounted on a
trailer. Herbicide not included.

.

.

Wildlife Monitoring Camera
Find out what creatures are
lurking in your backyard or
paddocks with this wildlife
monitoring camera

Myna Bird Trap
Help reduce the impact of Myna birds
in your area. Myna birds are one of the
most invasive pest species in the
world. Instructions for use will be
provided

Testing
Testin

Welcome to
3 Creeks Landcare
2021

BLING Update - Bass Landcare Indigenous Nursery Group.
BLING began its life as Bass Coast Landcare Volunteers Nursery based at the BCLN Works Depot Bass and was
officially formed on the 26th August 2016. The Volunteers decided to meet alternate Wednesday and Friday’s
mornings which seemed to fit well with the group.
Volunteers cited different reasons for joining: some to meet like-minded people, others to learn about growing
native plants and help improve the environment. Whatever the reason the group has remained constant and
strong friendships have been formed with around half of the nursery volunteers being 3Creeks members also.
We have been extremely fortunate to have Bronwyn Teesdale helping us and sharing her knowledge with all
matters from seed collecting, propagating, and finally planting our precious plants.
As our Volunteer group has grown, we have been fortunate to now have our own Tea Room (Portable) to store
seed, books and very importantly our morning tea provisions.
Last year it was decided we needed to add some panache to our name and Ray Kirk came up with the name
BLING.
With the assistance of BCLN in getting grants we have been able to add new benches and automatic watering
systems which have enabled us to grow 42 000 plants this year.
3Creeks Landcare membership incentive of 10 free plants was supported by BLING.
This year (2020) has seen some changes –
It was decided we would only meet on Fridays (9.30-12.30) and although Covid has restricted us we still have
been able to successfully help plant trees along the Bass River maintaining strict Covid guidelines and keep
plants alive and healthy with many thanks to Stevie and the Works Crew.
Anyone is most welcome to join BLING and Robbie Gray can be contacted at BCLN.
https://www.basscoastlandcare.org.au/nursery-group
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Tree Guards – Why use them?
You might have seen green, black or multicoloured
things on properties as you drive around in late
Winter / early Spring and wondered what they are,
and what they are used for.
They are tree guards, which can be used on any plant
to increase the survival rate of plants when they are
young and vulnerable to many different external
forces.
They can protect the plants from rabbits, hares, kangaroos, humans, hot sun, heavy rain, and high winds.
They show where young, small plants are located so they don’t get trampled by humans or animals, and they stop
them being food for animals.
They can also be used as a measure of success as you can see where plants were planted.
They create a microclimate for the plant as rain collects and runs
down the sides of the guard. They also trap the sun’s warmth which is
great in winter.
The guards give the plants a chance to grow and get strong and
healthy.
Tree guards are not a place and forget option: they do need to be
maintained and eventually removed.
Some with single stakes may spin on the stake and uncover the plant
or worse – squash it! Plastic guards can get blown right off the stakes.
Winds can cause the stakes to tilt. Kangaroos can knock them over.
Regular maintenance is required to get the most out of your guards and the plants they are
protecting.
Guards also need to be removed when the plant is ready. The timing of removal varies with the type of guard, plant,
and the seasons. As a rule of thumb, remove the guards when the plants are 10-15cm above the guard or when side
growth is being restricted. Tall plants may become unstable when the guard is removed too late. Some guards can
be reused, so removing, storing, and reusing in another season is a great environmental option.
There are quite a few types to choose from and most come in varying sizes with ventilation holes:
Plastic sleeve: most widely used. Economical.
Requires 3 hardwood or bamboo stakes.
Some made with recycled plastic which are UV stabilised and last decades so can be reused. Some
are made with biodegradable material which degrades over 2-3 years.

Mesh Guard:
Widely used in places with high winds and adverse weather conditions.
Hardwood stakes are preferable but can be bamboo. Reusable.
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Milk cartons:
Made from recycled milk cartons.
Require 1 or 2 hardwood or bamboo stakes.
Inexpensive, short term plant protection as they begin to degrade in the field
over 6-12 months, depending on conditions.

Corflute tree guards:
Made from strong rigid plastic.
Long term protection.
Reusable.
Requires 1 or 2 hardwood stakes.

So, when planning your next planting, consider your property and the challenges to the growth of your precious
plants and whether using tree guards may be of benefit to your planting.
Remember that guards do need maintenance, but the rewards can be a large increase in survival rate.

Turning these……

Into this in less than 2
years……….

https://www.naturalresources.sa.gov.au/files/sharedassets/south_east/get_involved/fact_sheets/fact_sheet_no7_revegetation
_maintenance_watering_tree_guards.pdf
https://www.allstakesupply.com.au/which-tree-guard-is-best-foryou/#:~:text=Plastic%20sleeve%20guards%20are%20the,dioxide%20levels%20for%20your%20trees
https://www.suregrotreemax.com.au/tree-guards/cardboard-tree-guards/

