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DEECA is partnering with Birdlife Australia to
undertake the surveying of White-bellied Sea-

Eagles in and around the Gippsland Lakes. While
the project focuses on surveying in and around the

Gippsland Lakes, surveying further along the
coastline and inland waters of Gippsland will also

occur during this period.

What’s involved?
Surveying of White-bellied Sea-Eagles takes place  

in late spring and conclude mid-summer.   
Surveying during this period allows breeding pairs
and nests currently being used to be identified, in

addition to determining the number of young in the
nest. 

White-bellied Sea-Eagles are sensitive to
disturbance by humans, so it is important that

survey techniques consider this and are low
impact.  

Access to nest sites will generally be by
bushwalking into the site or by boat on waterways,
and nests will be observed from a distance where

possible.  Previously used nest sites will be re-
surveyed as a priority and potential new nest sites

will be identified through recent reoccurring
sightings of White-bellied Sea-Eagles.



How?
Where possible, observation points

should be located where NOT to disturb
the birds.

The greatest
distance

permitted by
lines of sight

The furthest
distance at which sufficient detail (e.g.

heads of small nestlings) could be
distinguished (approximately 500m

with spotting scope)

The closest access point
if greater than the above

Note: if you’re significantly disturbing the
birds, please abandon the survey



Important details to record

Survey details, including
duration (at least 10

minutes, no more than 1
hour), lat/long, date, time,

weather

Presence/absence and
behaviour of White-bellied

Sea-Eagles

Presence/absence and
indicators of chicks


